French 3030 teaches the French method of close reading, explication de texte, a tool that will be used in most advanced courses in the language.   Students will learn a vocabulary of literary terms as well as linguistic concepts that serve in this analysis.  These terms and concepts are presented while considering works from French literature, theater and art.  For the first five weeks of the course, the use of tropes is explored in the discussion of poetry from the 16th, 17th and 19th centuries.  In the second five weeks, the use of performative language is studied while reading plays from the 20th century.  In the third and final five weeks, attention is directed to the concept of point of view as it is employed in a variety of short stories from the 19th and 20th centuries.  While many canonical French authors fall into the category of dead white males, the course attempts to rectify that bias by bringing women authors and writers from the francophone world to the table.  The course asks students to watch videos that supplement the texts read:  here students are asked to evaluate and assess these works as interpretations of the plays and stories read. 
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